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Leprosy. — The Journal of the German Palestine Society, No. I of the 
current number, contains an article upon leprosy by Dr. Max Sandreczky, 
Director of the Children's Hospital in Jerusalem, and for many years a physi- 
cian at the special hospital for lepers in that city. He gives it as his very- 
decided conviction, after a long experience with the disease, that leprosy is 
not contagious, saying that in his twenty years of work he has never found a 
single person who became leprous through contagion. As a consequence it 
is unnecessary and unkind to isolate the individuals so afflicted, and as a 
matter of fact the lepers are allowed to frequent the cities and bazars, not 
only of Jerusalem and other Palestinian cities, but also in other places through 
the East. But while leprosy is not transmitted by contact, it is trans- 
mitted by heredity, although individuals in the series may be passed by. He 
states that no appearance of leprosy manifests itself in the child until the age 
of six or seven years is reached. The disease is due in Palestine to unfavor- 
able sanitary conditions, such as foul air, bad water, the oil and fat used in 
foods, the use of partly decayed olives and cheese, and spoiled meat. The 
better class of citizens are not affected by the disease, it is found only among 
the poor and the shiftless. Dr. Sandreczky maintains that leprosy can be 
cured, though not easily. He himself cured a boy of ten after four years of 
treatment according to advanced methods, and the genuineness of this cure 
has been acknowledged by a number of European specialists. Such news as 
this is encouraging, and leads to the confident hope that this scourge of the 
Oriental peoples will in time be removed by cleanliness and care, two things 
which the lower classes of the East as yet have little idea of. 

Some Recent Views of the Creation and the Deluge. — Some attempts, more 
or less amusing or instructive, have recently been made to explain the two 
great events that stand in the forefront of human history, as given us in the 
book of Genesis. Herr Stentzel, in his The Creation, the Deluge and God 
holds that sometime in the beginnings of the world a great flood came, from 
which, in course of time, the world reemerged ; that this latter phenomenon 
is the creation referred to in the book of Genesis, with which we are familiar. 
It followed, rather than preceded, the flood. At this juncture a great comet 
appeared with two tails, and the memory of this phenomenon survived, espe- 
cially in the worship of mankind. To this phenomenon he traces the origin 
of conceptions as varied as these : Tiamat, the dragon of the Babylonian 
myths ; Dagon, the fish god ; the plural form in elohim, cherubim ; Vishnu, 
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under the form of a fish, etc. Humanity found in this comet its first god, and 
later ages personified it in these forms. The author has even gone so far as 
to identify this comet with that of the year A.D. 1807, and dates it B.C. 3332. 

Schwartz, in his The Deluge and the Wanderings of the Peoples, makes 
the flood a purely natural occurrence, and finds references to it in the Yu 
King, a sacred book of China. The desert of Gobi in western China was in 
primitive times a great inland sea, bounded on the west by a great mountain 
chain. A tremendous earthquake broke down this mountain wall, and the 
mass of water poured down through the gap upon the valleys west and south- 
west, as far as the Black Sea, destroying millions of inhabitants, causing great 
migrations of peoples, occasioning changes of climate, and involving the par- 
tial glaciation of western Asia and Europe. The Chinese chronology would 
make this come in 2297 B.C. 

Far more important than these startling hypotheses is the study of the 
whole subject which has been made by Gunkel in his Creation and Chaos. 
Here, many myths, legends, historical recollections among all the ancient 
Semitic peoples have been traced forward and backward, — backward to their 
origin, and forward to their latest forms, such as it is claimed appear in the 
twelfth chapter of Revelation. The fundamental thesis is that all these go 
back to certain Babylonian creation-myths, especially the legend of the vic- 
tory of Marduk over Tiamat, and that as such the}' entered the religious tra- 
dition of Israel and profoundly influenced its whole course. In its form in 
the book of Genesis, this myth has been made the vehicle of the loftiest 
religious ideas. In later periods it came to have an eschatological bearing, 
and as such is found in the Prophets as a picture of the coming judgment. 
It runs down through the apocalyptic literature, and reappears finally in the 
twelfth chapter of Revelation. The striking thing about this book is that it 
represents a very conservative criticism along with a very bold hypothesis, not 
altogether satisfactorily proved, respecting the presence of these representa- 
tions and the use made of them in Hebrew literature. 

Last of all may be mentioned Sir William Dawson's sober and conserva- 
tive endeavor to prove the reality of the deluge and its divine character, as 
recorded in the early chapters of Genesis. It is in a little tract called The His- 
torical Deluge, published by the Revell Company, at twenty-five cents. The 
learned and devout author argues for the primitive and contemporaneous char- 
acter of the tradition contained in Genesis. He asserts the universality of 
the deluge and brings geology to prove his case. Finally he insists that the 
use made of the fact of the deluge in the New Testament is deeply significant 
to men of today. The discussion is enlightening but not convincing. 



